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February Sidebar 2015 

On Sunday February 1, 2015 I heard songbirds. 

The pin-oak leaves of last year littered the crusty shroud of snow. 
 

As I write this musing Beth and I are in Charleston, South Carolina visiting our son 
Aaron, our daughter-in-law Kelly, and our two “perfect-in-every-way” grandchildren, 
Nola and Sam.  We are here for only three days, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,    
having delivered several pieces of children's furniture and a box of memories from Kelly's adolescence.  
The M&D Storage in Ohio is nearly empty! 

This morning we took the children to the beach for a run (South Carolina winter beaches are pretty 
cold) and lunch at the Lost Dog Cafe at Folly Beach.  Now they are tucked in to bede for a nap and 
Beth and I are sitting out in the backyard soaking up some sunshine.  I brought a briefcase full of a va-
riety of important items that seem to stay on the proverbial back burner in my office.  Eddie George, 
the ancient dog, seems to be enjoying laying on the warm concrete driveway which is serving as a heat 
pad for his arthritic joints.   

Getting Nola and Sam into their car seats for the short drive to the beach was an exercise in patience 
and forbearance.  Someone, somewhere decided that mandatory seatbelts and front seat airbags 
were insufficient protection for children riding in cars.  Even though the cars are really space-age met-
al cages covered in metal “skin” the children must be in the back sitting in reinforced plastic NASA 
style rocket-ship seats.  Shoulder straps and a waist harness are secured through the back, sides and 
bottom of the seats which are anchored to the infrastructure of the car with a series of reinforced 
belts and hooks.  All this is secured in place by the seat belts provided as standard equipment by the 
car manufacturer.   Breaking into a sweat trying to locate the anchors below the seat and twisting the 
body in ways that don't un-twist well I looked at Beth and sighed, How did we survive our childhood?   

Granted, cars were much larger then, like tanks, but we didn't have seat belts and unibody construc-
tion wasn't invented and there weren't as many cars on the roadways.  Dashboards were made of 
steel and children were permitted to stand in the front seat.  Also, we didn't have laws and mandates 
for child protection and I never felt my parents were putting me in harm's way.  Don't get me wrong I 
think that child seats and restraints in cars are wonderful and I appreciate them being used – pro-
tecting the children is my responsibility; just as it was 63 years ago and always has been.  Statistically 
children are safer in cars with fewer injuries but the responsibility of safety is the driver's as well as 
the maker of the car and the other drivers.  We need to look out for one another. 

This is a teaching of Jesus – look out for one another – maybe not spoken in that language but it is a 
Jesus teaching nonetheless - “Your neighbor is the one who cares for you, even when that person is 
different from you.”  (The Good Samaritan) “Love one another as I have loved you.”  

Real protection (guardianship) comes from those who love and care for us.  As we enter the holy sea-
son of Lent I hope we are reminded of God's love for each one of us no matter how unsafe the world is 
or how vulnerable we feel.   

Blessings, 
Dr. John  
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Hello Friends,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. This winter has sure 
had its share of snow! Back in New England, my friends and family are praying for spring’s 
warm weather to come and melt away the multiple feet of snow they continue to get every 
week it seems.  I think it’s safe to say that we all are praying for spring’s warm weather to 
come and lift our spirits which have been covered under piles of snow!  

Anne Bradstreet, poet and the first female writer in British American Colonies, wrote, “If we 
had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant.” The same is true for Lent, Holy Week and Easter.  If we 
do not embrace the sacred time leading up to the Crucifixion then we cannot truly experience the joy of   
Easter morning. 

This is a time of preparation. We are preparing to embrace the sacrifice that Jesus gave for us, the miracle of 
our Savior come back to life after death, and the eternal grace which God grants us each day.  Times of      
preparations occur often in our lives. There is nine months to prepare for the birth a child, and we see        
parents begin to acquire the needed baby supplies and read the many parenting books.  High school             
education prepares a student for college, and college education prepares a student for the “real world.”  En-
gagement is a time of preparation for a wedding, but more importantly, the marriage.  Preparation is im-
portant to get the full benefit of an experience. Abraham Lincoln knew the importance of proper planning 
and preparation when he said, “Give me six hours to chop down a tree and I will spend the first four sharpen-
ing the axe.”  We need the proper tools to accomplish the end goal. 

Lent is the time to sharpen our own tools of faith.  We must be in relationship with God to know the true sac-
rifice made on Good Friday. Perhaps it is preparing to be more aware of our surroundings, faith, and 
selves.  You can begin reading your Bible daily to know the story of Jesus’ life and what brought him to the 
point where the authorities sentenced him to death.  Maybe, you become more aware of those in your life 
who have helped you to get to where you are today, and you write a card to a new person who has touched 
your life each day.  This helps prevent you from taking these people for granted and appreciate them 
more.  Perhaps, you take time to pray for people in need each day.  These new rituals, disciplines, and acts of 
kindness help us to prepare to truly experience God’s presence in our lives.  I encourage you to begin to think 
how you can prepare your body, mind and soul to remember Christ’s death and more importantly His        
Resurrection!

                                                                                                        Blessings,

                                                                                                Pastor Sarah

CONFIRMATION & HIGH SCHOOL PRAYER STATIONS

Special thanks to Roberta and George Nehrenz and Cindie Anderson for setting up 23 beautiful and deeply 
spiritual prayer stations to help the youth enter into their own Lenten journey. It was a wonderful success!
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CONFIRMATION II: BOSTON MISSION TOUR  

If you are planning on going on the Boston Tour, all students are expected to 

participate in the fundraising events.  

YOUTH  ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

College applications for high school, college and adults pursuing continued              

education, will be available on Sunday, March 1st. Please make sure to pick yours up 

on the Welcome Center. The deadline to return them to the office is April 26th.  

FAMILY MINISTRY BABYSITTING FUNDRAISER 

Saturday, February 21st, Confirmation II and High School Students planning 
on going on the Boston Trip or the Mission Trip are going to be babysitting 
the Family Ministry children. Parents will drop off their kids at the church at 
5:30 and pick them up at 9PM.  Pastor Sarah will help oversee the babysit-
ting.  Teens will be leading games, show a movie and provide dinner and 
snacks for the kids.  Families will donate  money for the babysitting that will 
be divided between the Boston Trip and Mission Tour.  PLEASE MEET AT 
THE CHURCH AT 5PM AND PLAN TO STAY UNTIL 9:30PM.  Pizza will be 
provided for dinner. 

 Family Ministry Babysitting, Saturday Feb 21, 5-9:30PM 

 Soup Challenge, Sunday, March 8, 9-12:30PM 

 Soup Challenge Service Project, Sunday March 8 and another day 

If you cannot attend a fundraising event, please see Pastor Sarah. 

Fat Tuesday/Ash Wednesday High School Program 

Special thanks to Dianne Drummond, Scott and Alisa Kemph, 
and Stacy Ramp for putting on a fabulous and fun Pancake 
dinner with pancake games, followed by an intimate Ash           
Wednesday service. It was great to enter into our Lenten 
Season together with joy and reverence. 
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YOUTH  ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Middle School Fellowship  
Feb. 19 Fellowship, 6-7:15– 40 days of “YES”       
Feb. 20 Middle School Lock In, 7 PM- 9 AM on Feb. 21     
Feb. 26 NO FELLOWSHIP  
Mar. 5  Fellowship; 6-7:15 
Mar. 12 Fellowship; 6-7:15 
Mar. 19 Fellowship; 6-7:15 
Mar. 26 NO FELLOWSHIP, Spring Break 

Zip City for Middle School and High School Fellowship 

We had a blast at Zip City.  Thanks for joining in the fun! 

 

Middle School Lock-In 

On February 20, we will host our annual Tubing Lock-In for Middle School Fellowship.  Come at 7 PM and 
we will leave by 7:30 to go to Brandywine to enjoy the tubing slopes for the evening.  After tubing we will 
come back to the church for pizza and games.  The cost is $20 for the evening.  Tubing is a lot of fun so 
grab some friends, sign them up for the event and we will see you there!  Permission forms are on the 
youth bulletin board.  Contact Wendy TODAY if coming! 

SENIOR HIGH FELLOWSHIP 

 Feb 27, (8PM-9AM) Tubing Lock-In, $20 Please 

fill out release form found on Youth Bulletin Board 

 Mar 8, (8:30AM-12PM)Soup Challenge 

 Mar 15, (11:30AM-1:30PM) Lunch Bunch in 

David Bacon Room 

 

HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP 

June 13-19, 2015 

This year’s mission trip will be to  Emmaus Homes in 

Marthasville, Missouri, a faith based organization 

that provides around the clock services to more than 

250 adults with developmental disabilities.  The cost 

will be $225 per child.  There are scholarships      

available for those needing financial assistance.  

Please see Pastor Sarah for scholarships and any 

questions.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Adult Boston Trip  

We are planning a Boston Trip for adults on October 23-26, 2015.  This will be 
set up just like the Confirmation trip to learn and explore our church’s heritage in 
the Boston area.  We will be doing a lot of walking to see the sights listed below in 
only 2 days.   
Walker Center (sleeping quarters)  Old North Church 
Boston Commons     Holocaust Memorial 
Freedom Trail     Quincy Market 
Statehouses      Harvard (founded by Congregationalist) 
Cemeteries      Old South Church worship 
Congregational Library    Faneuil Hall  
Old South Meeting House     

The cost of the trip will be around $450.  There is a sign up in the Atrium if you are interested and a  
deposit of $100 due by March 30.  

Every two years, General Synod brings together thousands of faithful 
members of the United Church of Christ for formal church witness, 
inspirational worship, and fellowship with friends (new and old). 

In June 2015, thousands from across the country (and abroad) will 
gather for General Synod 30 in Cleveland, Ohio — the birthplace of 

the United Church of Christ. Together, we will discern resolutions of witness, church structure, and function. We will 
stand up for issues that demand a faithful witness. And we will join together in worship each day to lift up the Still 
speaking God. 

At General Synod 30, we will explore some of the "Unexpected Places" where we hear God’s voice, encounter the 
Spirit, and find the United Church of Christ lifting up its witness in the world. 

We are asking each of you to prayerfully consider volunteering for General Synod. The dates are June 26 – 30. Please 
see Mike Collins at the table in the Atrium for more information.                                                                                             
Or, check out the website: http://www.ucc.org/synod  

The February activity will be Parent’s Night Out, Feb. 21.  The youth of our church are    plan-
ning an ICE themed event at the church for the children that evening.  You can drop your chil-
dren off at 5:30 PM.  There will be minimum of $10 donation to leave your children here but if 
you would like to add to that donation, all the money will go toward their mission trip  expenses.  
The adults will then go to Papa Joes for a 6:00 dinner reservation.  Please plan on picking up 
your children by 9 PM.  We really need reservations for this event, please sign up on the wel-
come center (both you and the children need to be registered). 

In March, we will meet on Mar. 14 for movie night and homemade pizza here at the church.  
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 5 PM and make pizzas.  Bring comfy pillows or chairs to 
lounge on and sign up on the welcome center for a pizza topping to bring. 

On April 12 we will have family bowling after church.   

 “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.”  John 15:5 

 

Faith and Family:  

http://www.ucc.org/synod
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News from Family Promise 

Good News - an e-mail from Jeff Wilhite, our Executive Director announcing that we have received a full grant 
from Northern Ohio Golf Charities for $35,000 for a new van.  Isn't that wonderful?!!!    

Jeff says the reason we were selected is all of our VOLUNTEERS.  You are all very much APPRECIATED and the 
community is aware of your great work.  I agree, our volunteers are the GREATEST.  We will keep the old van 
and remove the seating and hopefully we can use it to transport the beds from one church to another.   

Van Devere Chevrolet has been a donor and has given us great service at reduced rates on the current 
van.  Jeff is sure that they will work with us on the new van.  Thank you, Van Devere Chevrolet. 

As I write this article on Wednesday, February 11, we are in the middle of our hosting at Northwest.  We had 
3 families Sunday when we started, one family got housing and moved out on Tuesday, and we got a new fam-
ily the same day.  And we will probably get another family by the end of the week.   We have 5 adults and 7 
children.  The   children range in age from 1 to 13 years old. 

Our wonderful volunteers for the week of February 8th were Hope and Ron Mitchell, Kendall and Jim  Taylor, 
Cherie and Denny Wade, Mark Kenepp, Ken Caldwell, Marilyn Wade, Vivian and Jim McNenny, Jo Berry, Tim 
Burns, Diane and Maddie Galloway, Yvonne Larson, Jim and Betty Cottrill.  What a great group of people, 
Thank you so much. 

We welcome new volunteers -just see or call Betty Cottrill - 330-923-8517.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

                    SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2015 

                           Travel back to the Old West  

                         Visit the STARLIGHT RANCH 

 

 Enjoy a western buffet and entertainment. 

             More information coming soon. 

Yarning for Peace will meet on Monday, March 9 at 7:00 PM in the David Bacon Room.  Please 

consider joining our group or supporting our ministry with a gift card to JoAnn Fabrics or Michael's 
so yarn or fleece material can be purchased for prayer shawls and Baptism blankets.  
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Don’t forget to recycle your old cell phones, IPods and PDA’s.  The box is in the                                 

Atrium Coatroom. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

     SHOES, SHOES, SHOES! 
 

Time to clean out your closets of new and gently worn shoes of all 
varieties – sports shoes, high heels, loafers, boots, slippers, sandals, 

saddle shoes, Mary Janes!   Men’s, women’s, boys’ and girls’ shoes – all of them new or gently used - are 
needed for a display being put on by my anti-Human Trafficking group PATHS (Partners Against Trafficking of 
Humans Stark).  The shoes will cover a hill at Malone University on April 18, and then be in the   football sta-
dium at Mt. Union University on April 25, representing human trafficking victims in Stark County, Ohio, the 
US and around the world.  The more shoes we collect, the better the visual, and more people will begin to  
understand the enormity of this problem.  Then from understanding comes action! 
 

There is a box in the Atrium labeled SHOES that you can put them in.  Please tie the laces of a pair together,       
buckle the straps, interlock the Velcro, wire or plastic tie them, or put a rubber band around the pair to keep 
them together and make it easier for us to handle the day of the display. 
 

As one of our Mission Statements says, “We reach out to others” and this touches people who are unaware 
of the problem of human trafficking.  Also, all the shoes will be donated to Planet Aid when we are finished, 
and given to those in need. 
 

Thank you.  Ginny Collins 

CONGREGATORS  will meet Tuesday, March 3,  at  On Tap Restaurant at 12:00  Noon.  On Tap is         
located at 4396 Kent Rd. in Stow.  Call Barb Stutler @ 330-630-3972 

6th Annual Soup  Challenge 

Confirmation Class Boston Tour Fundraiser 

March 8, 11:00 AM 

Enjoy a variety of soups and vote for your favorite one (the competition will be friendly, but 

fierce).  Confirmation students will auction their services for yard work, babysitting, and more.  Help our 

young people make the trip to Boston, and enjoy a great event with your church family.                                                  

To enter your soup into the challenge, please contact Rev. Sarah  
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WNI PROGRAM  
MARCH 2, 2015 AT 6:30 p.m. 

 

SPEAKER: JEFF WILHITE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY PROMISE 
 

Our church has been serving as a support church for Family Promise for many years.  Many 
of you have volunteered your time as overnight hosts, evening supervisors, and/or cooks 
at the Northwest Ave. Church of Christ.   
 

In 2013, Jeff Wilhite joined Family Promise of Summit County as its Executive Director and 
since his arrival many positive steps have been taken in order to ensure sustainable inde-
pendence for the homeless families served by the organization.  Mr. Wilhite has a life-long 

interest in family issues, education, invention, and environmental initiatives, as well as over twenty-five years 
of private business and public service experience. 
 

Please join us on March 2 to hear about the past successes and future plans for Family Promise. 
Everyone is welcome and refreshments will be served.  Our service project for the month of March is to pro-
vide some supplies for the Family Service Center.  Paper products (paper towels, toilet paper, Kleenex, napkins, 
Ziploc bags, etc.) are always needed, as well as personal care items.    We look forward to seeing you there! 

Women’s Fellowship March 5th event  

Speaker:  Rick Sands

All are welcome 
Thursday, March 5th at 10:30 a.m. 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  & WOMEN’S NEW INITIATIVE EVENTS 

Attention all Women! 

    http://imageofgod.org/women.htm 

http://imageofgod.org/women.htm


 

9 

CLASSES, SEMINARS, & SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS 

The ART of DYING 
Presentations & Discussion on The End of Life 
Saturdays at FCC, 9:30– 1:00 pm  (doors open at 8:30 am) 
 

March 7   Speakers: 
   John Petrus, M.D.  Director of AGMC Hospice/Palliative Care 
   Jennifer Heerema, RN , Coordinator Summa Hospice & Palliative Care center 
   Jennifer Hostutler, PhD (c), MPA, RN—Acute Medical Care Issues 
 

March 21  Speakers:  
   Rev. Dr. John Schluep– Religious faith & spiritual dimensions of the end of life 
   Cindy Mason, J.D.—Attorney/expert in geriatric law 
 

April 18  Speakers: 
   Rochelle Sheppard, MA, LPCC, Spiritual Care and Bereavement Services of VNS 
   Rev. Dr. John Schluep—Pastoral Care 
 

Cost: A donation of $5.00 per session will be collected at the door. 
CEU’s are available for nursing and legal professionals for $20 per session. 
 

For more information & to register: www.fcctallmadge.org   or call 330-633-4931 

Song and Poetry Class:  Join us as we prepare our hearts for Easter through the songs and poetry of 
Lent and Easter.  We will meet Sundays, February 15 - March 29, in the Library from 9am to 10am.  This is an 
open class - please attend any Sunday even if you cannot attend all of them!  All are welcome!  This class is 
facilitated by Norma Bryant  

            Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group       

                      Tuesday, February 27th, at 11:00 A.M. 

”The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caregiver Support Groups are designed to provide  emo-
tional, educational and social support for caregivers through regularly  scheduled 

meetings.  They help participants develop methods and skills to solve problems.  The groups encourage  caregiv-
ers to maintain their own personal, physical and emotional health, as well as optimally care for the person with 
dementia.”             

 

AND A SPECIAL WORKSHOP  at First Congregational Church on TUESDAY, MARCH 31st at 11 AM 

Living with Alzheimer’s for Caregivers 
 

A workshop presented by the Alzheimer’s Association– Greater East Ohio Chapter 

One-hour program that will define common symptoms of dementia and communication techniques for 

caregivers.  Attendees will also learn about ways to access services and maintain health as a caregiver. 

 

All God’s Children – March  3 , 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
A supportive group for families and friendships with people who are gay, lesbian, transgender, and bisexual 
(GLBT) within our congregation.  We meet in the Heritage Room every month on the 1st Tuesday. 
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New Members of First Congregational Church 

John and Karen Byron 

John and Sarah Christman 

Bernie and Valerie Gobrogge 

Judy Hamrick 
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Stephen and Michelle Kellar 

Jeremy and Emily McGee 

Jeff and Jen Miller 

 
Carol Oswald - 

New Members of First Congregational Church 
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The Board of Music Ministry would like to "Thank" Elaine Engle and her husband James for the 
gift of the Choir Robe Rack for the Cherub and Junior Choirs.  It is a wonderful blessing; the old 

rack had been mended on several occasions and recently fell apart. 
Warm regards,  Annette & Fred Pedersen, Co-Chairs Board of Music Ministry  
 
I would like to thank Dr. John for his visit and to those who sent cards.  It helps so much.  Tom Bower 
 
First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, Thank you  for your support of $777.00.  We look forward to  
continued work with you in 2015.   Andrew Kishman Pastor, Miller Avenue United Church of Christ 
 
 Words cannot express our appreciation for all the kindnesses shown to us both before and after the death 
of our husband, father, and son-in-law, John.  We are so grateful for the visits by Dr. John, the prayers 
offered up, the flowers, the funeral luncheon served by Denny and Cheri Wade, Beth Schluep and Stacy 
Ramp, and the many notes and cards from our church “family”.  They were such a comfort at this difficult 
time.       Thank you to all.   

Sincerely, Amy and Ryan Zreny  
      John & Wanda Strott 

  BOOKMARKS  

 Hello Everyone, 

I think we are all getting tired of the snow and cold, BUT we don’t live in the 
Northeast.  Find a comfortable chair, a light blanket to be warm, a hot cup of coffee – tea or 
chocolate, and a good book….time to forget about the cold weather.  

There have been a few changes made in the library.  We have created a new section with books good for     
finding devotions.  This does not mean these are the only books in which you can find a devotional, but we 
have grouped several good ones together for easier access.   The Veterans section has been moved to a new 
shelf and directly below that are a number of DVDs concerning Warriors Journey Home ministry.  We hope you 
will find these changes to be beneficial to you. 

Drum roll please ……..  Sometime in March we will have our annual Book Give Away.  These are books that are 
old, have had no check outs, are duplicate copies, or are books people have given to the library and they just 
don’t “fit in” or we already have some similar to them.  There are any number of reasons we cannot use them.  
I do not decide this on my own, but ask others their opinion on keeping books or giving them away.  As always, 
the table will be right outside the library.  Come and look, you will find some good books there.  Those that you 
take, enjoy,  and then pass them on to others.   

We do not ask for payment for them, but we will gladly accept donations.  All donations are used to purchase 
books that complement our library and the interest of the congregation. 

Thanks, 

Jo Hostutler 

“If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need.”  (Marcus Cicero) 

   

 ____________________________________________________________________________________
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The Prayer Chain Connection.   
There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns 
and celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and    
placing it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may 
wish to call  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN  PRAYER 
Noreen Ashley 
Tim Ashley 
Larry Bagnoli 
Janette Beckwith 
Marian Belisle 
Tom Bower 
Jack Burgess 
Carol Carter 
Lillian Cochran 
Dick & Jean DeWitt 
Rev. John Forest (son in law of Mi-
chael & Crickett West) 
Herb & Jean Freyman 
Deanna Getowski 
Sherry Soppi Gron 
Fay James 

Ray Jurkowski 
Joe Kainrad 
Jim Kelly 
John King 
Dolores Koneval 
Chuck Lally 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Katie Moore 
Cecil Nelson 
Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Dick Parsons 
Bill Peverall 
Gary Rambler  
Jim Salmond 
Karen Sauerbrey 
Lynn Sax 

Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 
Charles Stayshich 
Janet & Russ Terrell 
Betty Vestal 
Steve Wood 
Donice Wooster 
Rita Wray 
Olive Yohey 
Pat Zimmerman 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regiment 
[Ohio Nat’l Guard] 
Alzheimer’s Care Giver Support Group 
 
 
 

Condolences:  

 Deepest Sympathy to Dorothy Taylor , Darlene (Jim) Farnsworth, Debra (Charles)     Robinson, Dean 

(Kelly) Taylor, Andrew Cowie, Elizabeth (Jonathan) Hayes, and Megan, Jenna and Krista Farnsworth ,on 

the loss of their husband, father and grandfather, Bob Taylor.  Bob passed away on  February 1, 2015.  A 

memorial service was held at First Congregational Church on February 6, 2015.  The Rev. Dr. John 

Schluep and The Rev. Sarah Courtney officiated. 

 

Sincere sympathy to Amy, John, Brad (Melissa) and Ryan Zreny,  John & Wanda Strott and family on the 

loss of their husband, father, son-in law, John Zreny.  John passed away on February 2, 2015.  A                         

memorial service was held on February 7, 2015 at  the Donovan Funeral Home.  The Rev. Dr. John 

Schluep officiated. 

It is a privilege to offer prayers on your behalf.  Our prayer request list can become quite lengthy!  If you 

feel there is no longer a need to remain on the prayer list please contact the church office at 330.633.4931, 

thank you.  Pastoral Care Staff 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

February 22  Rev. Sarah Courtney 

March 1    Dr. John Schluep 

March 8   Dr. John Schluep 

March 15   Dr. John Schluep 

February 22 DeWayne & Connie Liston, Dave & Donna Marlow 

March 1  Carolyn & Jim Mackey, Don & Judy Woerz 

March 8   Jim & Vivian McNenny, Lois Frazier, Marilyn Wade 

March 15  Dave & Suzanne Kiewit, Jo & Bill Hostutler 

     Altar Flowers 

February 22 

March 1   Lowe, Neitz 

March 8 

March 15   Linda Bors and Family 

 

February 22 Terri Poff, Marcia Zuravel 

March 1  Mike Carter, Dave Marconi, Gary Marlow, Bob Davis 

March 8  Bob McPherson, Barbara Stutler, Linda & Tom Kester 

March 15  Christie Speicher, Sara Speicher, Ruth & Angus McNair 

USHERS 

January 18 

8:30 Worship         34 

10 am Worship     230 

 

January 25 

8:30 Worship   30 

10 am Worship  216 

 

February 1 

8:30 Worship      34 

10 am Worship  157 

February 8 

8:30 Worship      33 

10 am Worship  256 

 

February 15 

8:30  Worship     22 

10 am Worship  164 

Acolytes 

February 22 Nick Joyner, Cailey Bozic 

March 1   Maddy Galloway, Max Drummond 

March 8    Riley Williams, Derek Peters 

March 15  Jack Henry Blasdel, Robert Drummond 

General Operating Fund Note:  During December, 2014, receipts of $46,987 were $3,792 above the monthly   
budget.  Actual expenses for December were $44,037 leaving a surplus for the month of $2,860 and a year-to-date 
surplus of $353.  Faith offerings continue to fall below the level needed to support our many vital ministries, and 
we would have had a $9,000 deficit for the year had we not received a special grant in December.  We also remain 
mindful that our expenses will continue to increase as we enter the fall and winter seasons.  Signing up for        
electronic transfers remains an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals and to pre-arrange regular purchases 
of SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to support the SCRIP         
Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.   
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February/March 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 23 

7 pm Heritage 

 

24 

7am Bagnoli  Bible 

Study 
 

10:15 Lenten study 
 

11 am  Alzheimer's 
support group 
 

25 

9 am Quilters 

 

6:30 Chancel  Ring-
ers 
7 pm Poetry class 
7  Lenten Study 

26 

9:30 WF Board 
 

7:00  Chancel choir 
 
 

27 

 

 12 Noon AARP 

8 High School 

Lock in– Tubing 

28 

 

 2    

 

6:30 WNI   
Jeff Wilhite 
 
7 pm Heritage 
 

 

3 

10:15 Lenten study 

Noon                       
Congregators- 
 
2:00—Sr. Advisory 
 
7:00 p.m. All God’s 
Children– Heritage 
 

4 9  Quilters 
 
 
 

6:30 Chancel ringers 
6:30 Stephen             
Ministers 
 
7: Poetry Class 
7: Lenten Study 

5 

10:30 am WF Event 

 

 

6:00 Middle school 
Fellowship 
7:00 Chancel Choir 

6 

 

7 

9:30 a.m. 

The Art of 

Dying  

 9 
 
 
 

 7 p.m. Heritage 
 
 
7 Yarning for 
Peace 

10 
 7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
10:15 Lenten study 

 

7 pm Board 
Meetings 
8:15 Executive 
Council 

11     9 am Quilters 
 

 

 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 
7:  Poetry Class 
 

7: Lenten Study 

12 

 

6:00 Middle school 
Fellowship 
 
7:00 Chancel choir 
 
 

13 

 

 

14 

5 pm 

 Faith & 

Family Piz-

za & Mov-

ies 

 16 

7:00 WNI planning 

meeting 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

 

 

. 

17 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
10:15 Lenten study 

 
 
6:00  Card Making 

18 

  9 am Quilters 

Herald 

 

6:30 Stephen Min. 

6:30 Chancel Ring-

ers 

7: Poetry Class 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Youth Fellow-
ship 
 
7:00 Chancel choir 

20 

 

21 

9:30 a.m. 

The Art of 

Dying  

 

 

 23 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

24 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

10:15 am Sr. Pastor  
Lenten Bible Study 
 
11 am  Alzheimer's 
support group 

25 
9 am Quilters 
 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 
7 pm Sr. Pastor  
Lenten Bible Study 
7:  Poetry Class 

26 

9:30 WF Board 

Meeting 

 
7:00 Chancel choir 

27      12 AARP 

 
 

 

28 

22 

8:30 am Worship 

9:00 Song/Poetry 
Class 
10:00 Worship 

 

11:15 SPCM 
 

 

 

 1 communion 
8:10  Prayer
 Chain 
8:30 Worship 

9 Song/Poetry 

Class 

10 am Worship 

 
 

6 pm  WHJM 
 

 

8  

8:30 am Worship 

9 Song/Poetry 

Class 

10:00 Worship 

 

11  SOUP CHAL-

LENGE  
 

15 

8:30 Worship 

 
9:00 Song/Poetry 
Class 
10 am Worship 

 

 

6 pm WJHM 

 

22 

8:30 am Worship 

9:00 Song/Poetry 
Class 
10:00 Worship 

 

11:15 SPCM 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 

Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 

           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 

Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 

Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008 

Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 

   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 

   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   

Yarning for Peace  Dee West                    330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Assistant & Secretary  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Receptionist, Herald, Bulletin   bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Christian Education  wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: February 18, 2015 

___________________________________________________________________ 


